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Term 2   Week  4         19 May, 2017 

 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE: 

There has been a change in the office staff. Andrea Moldrich has taken            

extended leave until the end of Term 2 and will be replaced by Karen Coughlan.  

On behalf of the Bates Drive School community I would like to wish Andrea a 

very safe, happy and restful break.  Andrea has been the voice on the end of 

the phone for over 10 years, she will be greatly missed. Many of you would 

know Karen as she has worked as an SLSO on many classes and has been        

relieving in the office part time for the past 18 months. Welcome Karen.  

Term 2 is a very busy term for teachers as they write the students’ mid year    

reports. These will be sent out at the end of the term.  

Bates Drive School along with Minerva and Cook Schools have been chosen to         

receive significant funding through the Schools Plus Program. Funding is going 

to be given to each school for a period of 4 years to develop, implement and 

evaluate a program of support employing two Occupational Therapists in the 

school to address sensory issues, sensory profiling and sensory programs with 

individual students and classes. The schools are also working with UTS to       

develop a research model to  evaluate the effectiveness of the program and the 

milestones along the journey. The Toyota Foundation is providing this              

extraordinary  financial support. We are not only very thankful but also very  

excited about the project and the anticipated outcomes for the students.  Some 

of you may know one or both of the OTs—Susan Heiler and Rachelle Lewis that 

are joining us on the journey.  

Regards, Robyn Compton.  
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NDIS Meetings 

The NDIS planning meetings have begun in our region. I am sure you will be        

notified in due course when your planning meeting is to be held.  
 

The school is very happy to provide documentation to support you when you 

meet with the planner to discuss your child’s needs and future requirements.  
 

Examples of the types of documentation include PLPs, Positive Behaviour plans, 

Health Care plans, student reports and clinic notes. Please make your request 

for  documents through your child’s communication  book and we will endeav-

our to send  them to you as soon as possible.  
 

Teachers will not be available to attend these meetings and the meeting should 

be held at a time and place that is convenient for you and the planner.            

Unfortunately we will not be able to accommodate these at school.  
 

All the best as we engage in this new process, 

Robyn Compton, 

Principal.  
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TIGER LILLIES 

The Tiger Lilies have had a very busy start to the term. We are right back into our Sports Ready program, which we are all    

having lots of fun at. We might have a few future soccer stars on our hands!  We are focusing on healthy choices this term and 

have started by focusing on healthy foods. We have read ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and started our healthy cooking        

program. Our first recipe was healthy banana ice cream which went down a treat!  

We can’t wait to continue engaging in hands on activities across all KLA’s this term! 

Ciara, Rebecca and the Tiger Lily boys!  

 

VIOLETS 

Hello and welcome to Term 2, Week 4 with the Vibrant Violets! We hope you all had a lovely and relaxing Mother’s Day on 

Sunday 14th May!  

As usual we are off to a flying start to the term with ongoing programs as well as some new programs commencing. This term 

we are focusing on ‘Healthy Eating’ for PDHPE. The Violets are completing a unit of work that ties in all key learning areas   

including PDHPE, Literacy, Cooking, Mathematics and Creative Arts with the book companion, ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by 

Eric Carle. So far we have been creating caterpillars, preparing and eating fruit salad and other healthy recipes, sequencing the 

story with plastic, felt and visual food props, feeding our own Hungry Caterpillar character props, counting the food items 

from the story with focus on different numerals each week, stretching with Cosmic Kids’ yoga in line with the story and much 

more!  

As well as all of this exciting work in the classroom, we have also begun a Café and Communication program, during which the 

Violets attend a local café on Wednesday mornings. Shortly, some of the students will order their own food or beverage item 

at the café using symbols and sentences from their own PECS folders which are just about ready to go out and about           

everywhere with some students! The Violets are doing outstanding work everywhere they go!  

Victoria, Jen and the Violets 



GERBERAS  

As always, the Gerberas have had a very busy start to the term. Several new programs are well under way. An excellent program 

has been implemented for all Bates Drive students to participate in, it’s the Canteen! Kai, Andrew, Byron and Lincoln have been 

collecting their money and happily walking straight down to the Cola where the Canteen is set up. All boys are making clear    

choices between the available snack options.  They get their money out and match it to the visuals. We are practicing the process 

of exchanging money in return for the delicious snacks. Once we have made our exchange we always make sure we say, “Thank 

you.” 

Another successful program is Integration with the students really enjoying the experience. The program allows the students to 

communicate with students at Illawong Public School by using the Proloqo2go program on their iPads. All students are enjoying 

the activities that they play and all are beginning to build friendly relationships with the Illawong students.  

Term 2’s unit of Healthy Living is fun! It’s allowing us to make delicious 

and healthy recipes in cooking that always include lots of colourful fruits 

and vegetables. The Gerberas love to get up and move so we have really 

enjoyed the exercise component of the unit. We do daily exercises like 

touching our toes, hopping and our favourite dancing! 

To say Happy Mother’s Day to the special mum’s of the Gerberas all the 

boys enjoyed the experience of planting a succulent. First pouring sand in 

the jar, and then pouring dirt, choosing a succulent and finally pouring the 

little rocks on top to finish it off! 

From the Gerberas (Kai, Luke, Lincoln, Riley, Byron, Andrew, Genevieve and Jacquelyn) 

BATES DRIVE BUZZ 

 

 

 

CAMELLIAS 

Term 2 started with a celebration of a birthday and a picnic in the garden on one of the two new picnic tables recently         

installed there. It was a lovely session in the sun with friends.  

We have continued our cooking program on Wednesdays. As well as cooking some yummy Mother’s Day treats, we are slowly      

adding to the menu with some healthy food choices. This links to the K-6 Unit of Work on Healthy Living. This unit includes 

increasing the amount of daily exercise we participate in. We are recording our progress on the ‘Premiers Sporting Challenge’ 

chart. 

We are having lots of sensory fun whilst working on the Math area of Measurement. Lots of pouring rice into different sized 

containers, filling containers to full, half and quarters and discussing which sized containers hold ‘more or less’.  

All the students are working so hard in all their academic areas as they incorporate the PECs program into classwork and the 

PBL into all areas of the school environment. 
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MAGNOLIAS 

Hi everyone! 

The Magnolias have been enjoying all of the exciting things in Term 2! We started our Oyster Bay integration program. Each 

Wednesday we get on the bus and visit our friends at Oyster Bay. There we play games, jump into their crash mat and work on 

our ball skills. We love playing and interacting with our new friends. The Oyster Bay students have enjoyed learning signs that 

we have been teaching them too! 

We have also started our unit of work on ‘Healthy Choices’. The boys have been practising making healthy food choices,    

cooking in the hospitality kitchen and shopping at Kareela Coles. We have also been putting on our deodorant and combing our 

hair each morning to keep us healthy and smelling nice!  

The Magnolias were also able to attend a special performance of Oddysea, an underwater sensory 

performance. We drove the bus into Darling Quarter where we enjoyed a hands on theatrical        

performance that included touch, smell, taste and sound. 

We can’t wait to see what other exciting adventures we will go 

on! 

Molly, Deb and the Magnolias (Blake, Blayden, Cruz, Elliott, 

Hayden, Toby and Yann) 

HSM 

Hello to our HSM families! 

Well, Term 2 is certainly flying by in a whirl of activity! In our History unit of work on ‘The ANZACS ‘we have explored the cul-

tures of Australia, New Zealand and Turkey. We have played instruments while listening to Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture to 

simulate the noise of the battlefield and we have explored the themes of courage and mateship through the story of John 

Simpson and his donkey. We experienced the traditions of ANZAC Day including listening to The Last Post and making Anzac 

biscuits. We have been enjoying using the sensory room and Liberty Swing for sensory and gross motor activities and continue 

to develop our fitness levels and skills in the weekly Sports Ready program. We have been taking part in practical measuring 

activities  during Maths lessons, measuring length and height. We discovered that Braden was the tallest student in the class 

(even taller than the teacher!).   

We were very excited to celebrate the birthdays of James and Braden with a big party at the start of the term and wish them 

all the best for an exciting year ahead. 

That’s all for now but stay tuned for more exciting               

adventures! 

Mel & Nat. 
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HSK 

Term 2 is off to an exciting start. We started a cooking program where we learn to make a variety of Master Chef dishes using 

a visual recipe. The students love following along, matching the ingredients and assisting with the baking or cooking the food. 

The best part is we get to eat it. The students loved the tacos and the ANZAC cookies. Can’t wait to see what is coming up 

next in the recipe book! We have started a school canteen where all the students from HSK take a turn helping to restock the 

items purchased. We are putting our mathematics lessons to practical use here, learning about money and purchasing items. 

HSK also get to go out on the bus every Tuesday and the students are really eager to participate. We also receive a hot chip 

reward for excellent bus behaviour. Enjoying the sights of the Sutherland Shire and hoping to spot some whales passing soon.  

We continue with our regular programs this term and we have all settled in to the new term well. Take care until the next  

update. 

Keltie, Cassie, Jo and the students of HSK 

 

HSA 

Where has the term gone?   
It’s already Week 4, Term 2 and we are almost half way through the term! 
This term in History Life skills the high school and HSA have been learning about the importance of the ANZACS. We had a 
special ANZAC assembly.  We made red poppies on black paper using chalk and our fingerprints.  
HSA have just started studying the 1950s. We have been listening to 1950s music, such as Elvis and Rock / Roll. HSA have also 
started researching and applying the techniques of pop art. Last week the students at Bates Drive selected gifts for their 
mums from the P&C Mother’s Day stall. Thank you to the P&C for the great gifts for our mums. 
HSA also made some yummy cupcakes and decorated boxes with hearts for their mums. We used colourful cut out shapes to 
make a bunch of flowers for our Mother’s Day Cards. Happy Mother’s Day and we hope all our Mums had a wonderful    
Mother’s Day. 
 
Victoria, Egypt, Robbie, Jayden,  
Magnus and Jackson 
Annemarie, Carmen and Julie 

 

 



HSSJ 

HSSJ have had a great start to Term 2 and we’re just noticing how quick the year is going! We have started going to Coles su-

permarket every Wednesday morning to buy our cooking ingredients for the week. In maths we are looking at money, which 

links in well with our community access and recognising and using money in everyday situations. This term we are  studying 

the ANZACs (weeks 1-5) and the 1950s (week 6-10) in History. Every Thursday we are choosing our favourite teams to win in 

our footy tipping program and Sports Ready is back on from weeks 2-9. Our class is also participating in the Premier’s Sporting 

Challenge this term, which is encouraging us to get up and move as much as we can during the day. We are looking forward to 

an industrious and active term! 

From Shinead, Kelly and Jo 
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HSL 

Welcome to the first newsletter of Term 2! 

HSL have had a very settled and productive return to school.  We have been diligently working away on our receptive and  

expressive language skills, PECS training , learning about time and money, hygiene skills, music, Sports Ready and this term in 

History Life Skills we are learning about the ANZACs as well as a decade study on the 1950s.   

HSL have also been participating in our weekly Community Learning program to the Sylvania Bowling club each Friday.  It is 
always the high light of the week and the boys love the fine dining the club offers.   I am very proud of the boys return to 
school and their enthusiasm to partake in new learning activities and school routines.  We are having a great year!  

Till next time. 

Lee/Narelle/Donna 



HSV 

As part of our work in the syllabus area of History Life Skills, the students in HSV completed a Unit of Work on Ancient Egypt. 
We learnt about mummies, pyramids, the environment, cats, Egyptian Kings, pharaohs and also the culture, music, food,  
clothing and traditions of Ancient Egyptian society. We were able to view a range of images and video clips through the Smart 
notebook program on Ancient Egypt and completed a range of associated learning activities.  In our Visual and Creative Arts 
Life Skills lessons we made Ancient Egyptian mummies and also ceremonial Pharaoh Masks.  

Regards,  

Vanessa , Kirrily , Cassandra and  

Alki, Tassi, Anthea, Maryam, Michael and Jessica 

CANTEEN NEWS 

Thank you to all those participating with the school canteen. Our students are becoming familiar with the routine of selecting 

an order using picture symbols, matching their coins and engaging with the people running the shop. It’s great to see so many 

enthusiastic participants at Bates Drive school.  

Don’t forget: canteen is available every Monday and Wednesday before morning tea.   

Bring in your coins and enjoy a treat! 

BATES DRIVE BUZZ 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



May 2017 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22  

Vaccinations 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 

Clinic-Full 

30 31    

June 2017 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 

Clinic-Full 

9  

Founders Day 

10 

11 12 Queens 

Birthday Public 

Holiday 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 Walangari 

Aboriginal       

Performance 

24 

25 26 27 

Hair cuts 

28 29 30 Last day 

of term 

 


