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Term 4  Week  5     7th November 2017 

RELIEVING PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community members, 

Welcome back to Term 4!  Term 4 is always a very busy and exciting time with many special 
events and occasions, culminating in our Presentation Day Assembly on the 1st December 2017 
here at school.  Don’t forget that we also have our annual Carols in the Park on Friday 24th     
November from 6 – 8pm here at school.  All parents and carers are very welcome to attend  
these events so please put these dates in your diary! 

Clubs Grant Presentation. 

On the 16th August last term, Shantelle Tagg from our P&C , 
Marley from the  Violets class and myself  attended the    
Sutherland Shire Council Club’s Grant Presentation at Cronulla 
RSL Club.  We were very grateful to receive a cheque on       
behalf of our school.  This money will be used to help fund the 
“Feel the Rhythm” music therapy program which will be      
implemented for all Bates Drive students in 2018.  We are    
extremely grateful for the ongoing support that our school  
receives from Kareela Golf Club. 

Trivia Night Fundraiser Night. 

A BIG thank you to everyone who supported and/or attended the P&C Trivia Night, held on   
Friday 8th September at Kareela Golf Club.  It was such an entertaining way to raise much   
needed funds for our students and school. 

Robyn’s Retirement Assembly. 

On the last day of Term 3, staff and students attended a special assembly to acknowledge and 
farewell Robyn Compton, our retiring Principal of Bates Drive School.  It was certainly a very 
special and emotional day for all, especially Robyn and it was lovely to see many of her former 
and current colleagues, official guests, members of our school community as well as Robyn’s 
friends and family in attendance.  I must acknowledge and thank all the Bates Drive staff who 
worked together as a team to produce such a spectacular assembly.  Another special mention 
must be made to all our Bates Drive students who demonstrated such excellent and on task  
behaviour on the day.  Robyn leaves behind a huge impact on many students and families as 
well as the provision of special education in NSW and especially on all of us here at Bates Drive 
School.  We wish Robyn nothing but health and happiness in her retirement years with lots of 
time spent with her grandchildren and also in her garden! 
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External Validation. 

Last week at Bates Drive School we saw the completion of an enormous body of work which 
the executive and teaching team had been working very hard to complete called External      
Validation.  External Validation is an initiative by the Department of Education in which schools 
are asked to gather evidence and evaluate themselves and their School Plan against the School 
Excellence Framework in the 14 learning elements.  The process has been a wonderful            
opportunity for staff to reflect on students’ learning, educational programs and processes at 
Bates Drive and to also further assist us in future planning and educational directions for our 
2018 – 2021 School Plan. 

 

Staffing News. 

Following the retirement of Andrea Moldrich, I would like to congratulate 
Karen Coughlan who was successful in her application for the position of 
SAM (Senior Administration Manager).  Karen, whilst relieving in this       
position for quite a period now, commenced in her role as the permanent 
SAM at the beginning of this term.  Many of you would already know     
Karen whether by phone or in her previous position as an SLSO here at 
Bates Drive. 

 

Grandparents Day 2017 

Grandparents Day was held in Week 3 of this term.  Can I say what an honour it was to meet 
and greet over 50 special guests, all our Grandparents and other special visitors.  We even had 
one “Granny” travel all the way from New Zealand!  Our special guests were treated to a  
morning tea then a visit to classrooms to share in a range of special literacy or visual arts     
program. It was certainly a highly successful and special occasion.  
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World Teachers Day. 

World Teachers Day is celebrated each year on the 27th October.  Due to a very busy schedule 
the SLSOs and SASS staff held a belated celebration on Wednesday 1st November with a        
surprise morning tea for all our hard working and highly dedicated teachers.  On behalf of the 
Bates Drive school community I would like to thank every teacher for their dedication and 
commitment shown to all students each and every day. 

 

Working with Children Check.  
The Working with Children Check (WWCC) was introduced in NSW a number of years ago to 
ensure that all child related work environments including schools followed procedures to      
ensure the safety and wellbeing of children.  
 
All staff in NSW schools will need to have a WWCC by November 2017 in order to retain        
employment with the Department of Education.  
 
The WWCC also impacts on all volunteers, contractors, therapists and other professionals 
working in schools.  This includes all staff employed as part of NDIS funded programs and     
services. 
 
From this term all therapists, volunteers and other professionals will need to complete          
Appendix 11 in order to work, paid or unpaid, at Bates Drive School. The link to Appendix 11 is 
also available on the department’s site at:  
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/working-with-children-check-policy  
 
Your support of the Department’s policy and implementation procedures is greatly                 
appreciated. 

 

Vanessa Marsden 

Relieving Principal 
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TIGER LILIES 

Welcome to term 4!  The Tiger Lily boys would love to give a big welcome to our new friend, Kai!   Our now class of 6 boys 

have been very busy this term so far.  We have started our new literacy study on the book ‘Hooray for Fish’,  by Lucy Cousins.  

It is a great book with lots of learning opportunities.  Especially now that the weather is heating up!  We have been loving our 

sport and cooking sessions with the Violets class.  We are practicing our throwing and catching in sport and have made some 

delicious and healthy foods in cooking like poached apples! 

We are ready for a great term 4! 

Ciara, Bec and the Tiger Lily boys  

 

VIOLETS 

Hello Parents/Carers and welcome to week 4 of term 4!  

Wow, where has the year gone?  This term is a particularly busy one as we start new programs, finish off programs and before 

we know it we’ll be preparing for special Christmas events!  

For several of our programs such as swimming, cooking, Sports Ready and P.E. we are working together with the Tiger Lilies 

class, our neighbours.  Combining classes allows us to all to work as a part of a large team and generalise our range of skills.  

Swimming is held each Wednesday morning where possible (sometimes other events come up such as Grandparents’ Day or 

the Walkathon) and we are practicing a range of vital skills.  Cooking takes place on Fridays and so far we have created Banana 

Nice Cream, Poached Apples, Fruit Kebobs and Smoothies… yum!  Sports Ready takes place at our regular time each Thursday 

morning and we are also completing a P.E. program on Tuesday afternoons where possible to practice specific skills such as 

rolling and bouncing that are included in sports that we play in Sports Ready.  

On top of all of these wonderful programs, we are also completing our regular in-class programs such as reading. Our book for 

weeks 1-4 is, ‘I’m Not Scared.’ By Dan Crisp.  This seems to be our favourite so far this year and it looks like we have all        

developed a love for reading! Our book for the following few weeks will be, ‘Hooray for Fish!’ By Lucy Cousins, followed by 

Christmas stories.  

Take care in this warm weather and try to relax before the busy season begins! 

Victoria, Jen and the Violets 



GERBERAS  

 Welcome to term 4 with the Gerberas. We have jumped right back in to classwork this term with our letter of the week and 
maths programs. This term in maths we have been describing the position of objects using PECS, and following instructions to 
position objects around the classroom. We all look forward to swimming on Fridays. The first few have been kind to us this 
term, each one starting with a little rain but clearing up just in time to get into the pool. We have been having lots of fun      
outdoors; requesting chases, spins, and jumps with PECS in the playground before breaks. In the spirit of Halloween, and to tie 
in with our celebrations unit of work, we have been cooking spooky foods such as mummy tortillas and sausages wrapped in 
bleeding bandages. We had a good turnout for Grandparents’ Day, and we have lots of other fun events coming up, including 
Halloween, the sports carnival and birthday parties for both Lincoln and Luke.  

Thanks for keeping up to date, 

The Gerberas  

(Lincoln, Kai, Riley, Luke, 
Byron, Andrew, Jac, and 
Nick) 
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CAMELLIAS    Welcome back to Term 4! 

This term is very busy in the Camellias classroom! We have a lot happening with two outings a week, swimming, music and lots 

of celebration days. Along with all the great work that we are doing in class. We have all been enjoying swimming on Tuesdays 

and are very thankful that the weather has been kind to us with the sun coming out every time. Our outings to Kareela Coles 

have continued with great success as it has allowed us to get all the things for our celebratory cooking on Wednesdays.  We 

have gotten off to a great start with our Thursday outings with the Magnolias especially enjoying our time at Sutherland      

library. As you can see we all LOVE to drum during music with Lee. We had an amazing turn out for Grandparents day with 9 

visitors in our class. Thank you to everyone who joined us, we had an amazing morning. 

In class this term we are learning all about being buckets fillers and being kind to our fellow classmates, school staff and family. 

In literacy we are learning about blended phonics and how we make up words. While in numeracy we are learning about the 

position of everything and continuing our work on number. Our unit of work this term is Celebrations so we have been doing a 

lot of work for Halloween with Christmas coming before we know it.  We are loving all our work and looking forward to an 

amazing term 4. 

Sarah Belinda and all of 

our amazing Camellias. 
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MAGNOLIAS 

The Magnolias have been busy this term!  We have been going out on the bus to visit our friends at Oyster Bay for 
integration. We played different sporting activities with our friends  at Oyster Bay! It’s always fun to go out and 
spend some time with our Oyster Bay friends.  

We still continue to go Sutherland Library.  The librarian reads us a story, sings songs and assimilates puppets to 
make sure we have a great time at the library.  Again, we had a chance to choose a book and bring it back to our 
school. 

The Magnolias had an amazing time on Grandparent’s day on 25th of October, 2017.   We had 9 grandparents      
visiting our classroom.  We got extra cuddles and spent special time reading a book ‘Just the way we are’. 

We also have started swimming in term 4.  During the week we have two swimming sessions: Tuesday morning and 
Friday middle session.  It is something we all look forward to because of the hot weather days.  

In week 4 we had an amazing opportunity to go to Oyster Bay park with our friends from next door.  We had a play 
and also had a picnic in the park.  

This week in Science we learnt about Forces and practiced our moves on pulling the spray bottle triggers to create 
artwork for our books.  

Jo and Deb are very proud with how boys are using their social skills in outside school environment.  

 

Molly, Deb, Jo and the Magnolias (Blake, Blayden, Cruz, Elliott, Hayden, Toby and Yann) 

HSM 
Hello to our HSM families! 

Our class has been flying through Term 4.  We have continued our work in Geography on Maps, turning our focus to the map of our beautiful local area, The 

Sutherland Shire. We have located our own houses on a map of The Shire (and surrounds!).  We have investigated who lives clos e to who; who lives far away 

and who lives close to our school. We have also located each of our houses on Google Earth. It was very strange, but exciting to see our houses up on the big 

screen!  

We had a great session of exciting science  activities with the rest of the High School gang during our High School Science Day, getting involved with a whole 

range of fun, interactive and ‘hands-on’ science experiments using balloon rockets, slime, sinking/floating objects as well as investigating other fun, sensory 

reactions.  

During Maths, we have been exploring aspects of measurement. The students got a little messy filling up and emptying various containers of sand, rainbow 

rice and coloured water to show “empty” and “full”. We have also been exploring mass and weight by trying to lift heavy items  such as telephone books and a 

medicine ball. We compared these objects to feathers and balloons as we watched them float down to the ground.  

We’ve had quite a bit of fun this semester with Pirate Day where we dusted off our eye patches, frilly shirts and swords to j oin in a big hunt around the school 

for the elusive buried treasure! Shiver me timbers! We have also had a wonderful visit from some of our beautiful grandparents to celebrate Grandparents’ 

Day where they got to join in the multisensory telling of our favourite story ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’. It was very hectic but lots of fun!  

We also said farewell to our extremely hardworking and wonderful Principal, Robyn, throwing her a surprise assembly to say a huge “thanks” for all of her hard 

work over the years making our school the awesome place it is. Everyone in HSM wishes Robyn all the best in her retirement. We will miss her! 

Coming up this term we will be having our Halloween Theme Day, Bates Drive Walkathon and Amna’s 13 th birthday party. Fun times ahead so stay tuned! 

Mel, Nat and Teresa. 
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HSA 

HSA have had a great start to the new term. We have been productive and busy with learning programs. 

In Geography Life skills we have started working our unit of work, on the Great Barrier Reef. Recently we have been exploring 

the different sea life that inhabits our beautiful reef. In HSA we have made rainbow fish, seaweed, a reef collage and           

seahorses. This term HSA ‘master chefs’ are now cooking on Mondays and Thursdays.  

Last week we had our wonderful grandparents visit our school. Thank you to the many grandparents who visited our         

classrooms. Our students were excited to see you in their classrooms.  

Tomorrow it will be very scary at Bates Drive with students participating in Halloween activities. Don’t forget to dress up and 

have fun. HSA have also been painting skulls, pasting skeletons and printing bone hand prints. 

Keep up the good HSA  

Egypt, Magnus, Robbie, Victoria, Jayden and 

Jackson 

Annemarie and Carmen 

 

 

HSK 

We can’t believe we are in the final term of 2017.  We started the term with a one off Sailing session (lucky us) and the  

weather the first week back was perfect for this. Speaking  of the perfect weather, the school swimming pool sessions have 

been very popular with the students. We have implemented a variety of OT strategies and activities in the pool and the      

students are really enjoying experimenting with a variety of  games and equipment.  During our class cooking program, we  

have taken a spooky turn: creating Halloween themed recipes during the month of October. We have made ‘Dracula’ cookies 

and ‘mummy’ quesadillas and both were a massive hit with the students. We have also had fun creating wonky pumpkins and 

flamboyant witches and they make the windows of our classroom look amazing.  We all loved the visit from our grandparents 

on October 25th. We were showing off our skills and what we have been learning this term. The unit of work on The Great 

Barrier Reef is exciting with lots of things to explore in scuba gear on the reef like the fish and coral reef.   

Keltie & Cassie 



HSSJ 

This term we have been busy with lots of activities at school. We had a lovely time with two grandmothers for Grandparents’ 

Day, and both Connor and Cristian loved seeing their family in the classroom.  All students enjoyed completing some themed 

work on ‘The Gruffalo’.  We celebrated Halloween and enjoyed participating in lots of spooky and fun activities!  We are   

looking at The Great Barrier Reef in Geography and have completed lots of visual art     

activities to help us understand the importance of the area.  We are looking forward to the 

Jack Hinton Walkathon in week 5, and very excited to be back in the pool swimming twice 

a week. We were lucky enough to participate in the Sailability program in week 1 of term, 

and had an amazing time on the sail boats. 

From Shinead and Kelly 
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HSL 

Welcome to the first newsletter for the last term of the school year! 

HSL have hit the ground running and have had a fantastic return to school.   

Term 4 is going to be action packed!  It will see us working very hard on communication and receptive language skills,         

developing positive social interactions, swimming, Sports Ready, number, money and time skills, Science, Halloween theme 

day, transition to post school programs , Music, the Community Access program to the Sylvania Bowling Club.  

The boys are already well into a unit of work on Geography Life Skills – The Great Barrier Reef.  The boys love this unit as we 

have been learning all about Sharks and wildlife on the reef. 

In the next few weeks, we will be getting Cameron and Shem ready for our School Leavers 

function and getting into the Christ-

mas spirit for ‘Carols in the Park’ – 

Save the date Friday 24 November!  

Christmas craft, a visit from Santa 

Claus and some live music performing 

Christmas carols, wiggles and Bruce 

Springsteen.  EPIC! 

Till next time 

Lee, Narelle and Donna 



HSV 

This term HSV has been flat out!! 

We have had two parties to attend as Anthea turned 18 (that was a big one) and Michael also had his 

birthday this month, turning sweet 16. 

HSV have also been engrossed in our geography life skills unit—The Great Barrier Reef.  We have learnt 

many amazing things about this giant living organism and have really enjoyed the process studying and 

creating.  

Interesting facts: Did you know the Great Barrier Reef is the world’s largest 

coral reef ecosystem, it stretches 2300 kilometres and has 6 of the seven    

species of turtles found worldwide living amongst its beautiful coral features.   

Regards, 

Kirrily and Cassandra 

and  

Tassi, Anthea, Maryam, Michael and Jessica 
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Respite Medication Reminder. 

 

Could all parents/carers please ensure that any 
respite medication is sent into school in a sealed 
plastic container clearly labelled with your child’s 
name and not in a plastic bag. Your assistance in 
this matter is greatly appreciated. 

 





 

 

REMINDER 

 

Thank you to everyone who has sent in goodies 

for the Christmas Hampers.   For those who 

haven’t as yet, please send in by Friday 24th   

November as the P&C will be wrapping the 

hampers on Monday 27th November. 

Tiger Lilies & HSA:  Christmas puddings, 

       cakes and fruit mince 

       pies 

Gerberas & HSL:  Chocolates, biscuits,  

       lollies and crackers 

Violets & HSK:   Variety of teas, coffee, 

       jams and chutneys 

Magnolias & HSM: Christmas tableware 

       and decorations 

Camellias & HSSJ: Wine, champagne and 

       other drinks 

HSV:      Antipasto items 













6th November, 2017 

 

VOLUNTARY SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 2017 
 

$35 per term   or   $140 per year 

 

All funds collected go directly to resources, which support your 

child’s learning, whether they are consumable items, playground 

facilities, computer programmes or sports equipment. 

 

Last year P&C provided considerable funding all of which assisted 

in making Bates Drive School an outstanding centre of excellence 

that our children are fortunate to attend. 

 

Please send to school full or part payment in an envelope marked 

with your child’s name, class and whether you need a receipt for 

tax purposes. 

 

All cheques should be made payable to Bates Drive School and 

should be crossed “not negotiable”. 

 

You can also pay via our website:  

http://www.batesdrive-s.schools.nsw.edu.au/ 

Go to “Make a Payment” heading on the right hand side of page. 

                                    

BATES DRIVE SCHOOL 

EXCEPTIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL 

http://www.batesdrive-s.schools.nsw.edu.au/








Term 1 2018 Calendar 

Tuesday 30 January Students return to School 

Term 4 2017 Calendar 

  

Friday 24 November Carols in the Park 

Tuesday 21 November School Leavers Graduation 

Friday 1 December End of Year Assembly 

Friday 15 December Last day of Term 4 for students 


